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[bookmark: _Hlk15481494][bookmark: _Hlk46389958][bookmark: _Hlk110951727]Sisters in Crime’s 32nd Scarlet Stiletto Awards - Best Young Writer Award of $1000 (under 19s)
[bookmark: _Hlk202361134]You are never too young to take up a life of crime (writing) especially when a thousand dollars in prize money is on offer thanks to Sisters in Crime’s long-running Best Young Writer Award for under 19s. 
[bookmark: _Hlk201491967]Sisters in Crime’s 32nd Scarlet Stiletto Awards for Australian women’s best short crime and mystery stories, now open, offer a total $13,050 in prizes. All categories are, of course, open to young writers.
Echo Publishing is the new sponsor of the Best Young Writer Award worth $1000. Juliet Rogers, Managing Director and Publisher, said: “We are so delighted to be sponsoring the Best Young Writer Award in Sisters in Crime 32nd Scarlet Stiletto short story competition, as we are passionate about both new writing and crime fiction. We have also witnessed the wonderful support that Sisters in Crime give to writers, both old and new, so sponsoring their award for young writers is the perfect partnership for Echo.”
The youngest-ever recipient of the Youth Award was eight-year-old Carolyn Harding-Smith for her heart-felt story “The Axe-Murderer Casualty Teacher”. She won it in 1995 when the awards were presented by the then little-known actor Deborra Lee-Furness. Carolyn’s mother, Rowena Harding-Smith, won first prize in 2017.
Jane Blechynden won the award in2007 when was a ten-year-old schoolgirl and her biggest concern was whether she should experiment with a side fringe. She went on to win the Tim Winton award in 2009 but her literary career is now focused on writing exemplary patient notes as a doctor.
In 1998, the award, which then extended to writers under 25, went to 24-year-old Canadian model Tara Moss and kickstarted her literary career. Moss was awarded second prize the following year. She then went on to publish six novels in the international bestselling crime series featuring model turned forensic psychologist and PI Mak Vanderwall. Tellingly, the books featured the 'Stiletto killer'. She now writes a series featuring a glamorous post-World War II private investigator, Billie Walker.
The Scarlet Stiletto Young Writers’ Award also proved transformative for Brisbane author Ellen Vickerman who took out the award in 2016 and 2017 plus two adult awards. Vickerman, then a student at Brisbane State High School graduated with a degree in Creative & Professional Writing from QUT in 2020 and now has a Master's in creative writing and literary theory, experimenting with narrative structure to explore stories of betweenness and liminality in the era of climate change. 

Since then, she has published some short fiction in Griffith Review and a few other competition anthologies. She is aiming to write a novel.
Vickerman said that she would highly recommend the competition for young writers. 
“I first entered Scarlet Stiletto when I was 16. I found an incredibly lovely, talented, and generous community who encouraged me to keep writing, and whose enthusiasm for the genre and the craft was madly contagious. I looked forward to entering the competition each year, and learned so much from combing through the many anthologies. As a young writer, the support I received from the Sisters in Crime team gave me the confidence to pursue writing at university and take on manuscripts of my own,” she said.

“I recommend the Scarlet Stilettos to all young writers, regardless of experience. Before I came across the competition, I had never written anything in the crime genre, but I surprised myself by finding a passion for it along the way. The competition offers great exposure to the editing and publishing process, and the opportunity to work with fabulous people who have a wealth of knowledge.”
[bookmark: _Hlk46400052][bookmark: _Hlk15485836][bookmark: _Hlk202361488]Altogether, $13,0505 is up for grabs in the 32nd Scarlet Stiletto Awards and young writers are eligible to enter all the other categories - ‘Body in the Library’, Malice Domestic, Cross-Genre, Malice Domestic, Thriller Award, Mystery with History, Art and Crime, Most Satisfying Retribution, and Great Film Idea.
[bookmark: _Hlk486353569][bookmark: _Hlk110953036][bookmark: _Hlk486353433]Sixteen collections of winning stories are available from Clan Destine Press, along with a hardcopy Scarlet Stiletto collection of the first-prize winning stories, The Scarlet Stiletto: 30 Years of Mystery, Murder and Malice, edited by Lindy Cameron. (paperback $36.99; e-book $7.99). 
[bookmark: _Hlk202361543]Closing date for the awards is 31 August 2025. The entry fee is $25 or $20 for Sisters in Crime members. Maximum length is 5000 words. The shortlist will be announced in October and the awards will be presented at a ceremony in Melbourne in late November.
The competition is open to all women, whether cisgender, transgender or intersex, who are citizens/residents of Australia.
[bookmark: _Hlk202290688]To download an entry form, a list of FAQs, a registration form, and entry fee go to: 
https://www.sistersincrime.org.au/the-scarlet-stiletto-awards/ 
[bookmark: _Hlk46400363][bookmark: _Hlk201229158]Additional information: Ruth Wykes, Scarlet Stiletto Awards Coordinator: 0407 898 754 ; ssaentries2025@gmail.com
The full list of this year’s awards is:
· Swinburne University Award: 1st Prize: $2000
· Simon & Schuster Award: 2nd Prize: $1000
· Sun Bookshop & Fremantle Press Award: 3rd Prize: $800
· Echo Publishing for Best Young Writer (under 19): $1000
· Melbourne Athenaeum Library ‘Body in the Library’ Award: $1250 ($750 runner-up)
· HQ Books Award for Best Thriller: $1200
· Kerry Greenwood Award for Best Malice Domestic Story: $1000
· Every Cloud Phryne Award for Best Mystery with History Story: $1000
· Bolton Clarke Art and Crime Award: $1000
· Clan Destine Press Award for Best Cross-genre Story: $750
· Cate Kennedy Award for Best Story Inspired by a Forensic Clue: $500
· ScriptWorks Award for a Great Film Idea: $500
· Writers Victoria Award for the Story with the Most Satisfying Retribution: Choice of online course plus membership, worth $300. 
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